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GAO Ying, ZHANG Xiu-lan

(School of Social Development and Public Policy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing
100875, China)

Abstract ; Using the marriage registration data of Beijing during 2004 to 2011 ,this paper exam-
ines the characteristics and changing trend of age and its difference of first — marriage couples in
recent 8 years. We find that the average age of newly married males is 27. 74 and that of female
is 25.96 ,and age difference of couples in Beijing is about 1.78. Although the “older husband
and younger wife” is still the main mode of marriage age matching, the age difference of couples
is decreasing significantly along the years. The paper identifies several factors that promote the
decrease of age difference of couples,such as the delay of females’ first — marriage age while
the males’ first — marriage age keeping nearly constant ,the improvement of females’ education-,
al level and the reduction of educational gap between the husband and wife ,and the progress of
urbanization.
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