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Born in 1980s: Comparative Study of the Predicament of
Young Professionals in Beijing and Hong Kong
LV Dao-yu, WANG Xtying
(School of Social Development and Public Policy, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; This article compares the career development, upward mobility, and identity construction of young profession-
als who were born in 1980s, in both Beijing and Hong Kong, under the political institution of “Two system in One Coun-
try. ” Adopting mixed methodology, this article finds that young professionals in both cities lack of upward mobility in their
career path, and they choose hard working as a major coping strategy for overcoming the “status panic”. However, young
professionals in two cities have different views on whether their counterparts in the other city would bring in competition and
threatening to their own status. This article also illustrates the difficulties of young professional working cross-border to be
more included and involved in their guest cities. This predicament of young professionals results from the differences of the
histories, cultures. political systems, and social structures of the two cities. This study suggests that both cities need pro-
mote their cultural exchange and communication, and construct deeper cultural identification of both cities based on economic
connection and development.

Key words: Post-1980s; young professional; middle class; upward mobility; career development; cultural identifica-

tion; social participation.



