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The Effect of the Urban Medical Security System
on the Economic Burden of Access to Health Care
on the Urban Poor: Based on the Survey of the
Urban Poor Households in Bazhou,

Chibi and Hechuan of China
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Abstract: Based on a sample survey of urban poor households in Bazhou
in Hebei province, Chibi in Hubei province and Hechuan in Chongqing, this
paper examines the effect of the urban medical security system on reducing
the economic burden of access to health care on the urban poor. It demon-
strates that the implementation of the urban resident basic medical insurance
(URBMD and medical assistance (MA) reduces the economic burden of ac-
cess to health care on the urban poor to a certain extent. However, owing to
a small proportion of actual reimbursement to total healthcare expenditure in
the urban medical security system, limited medical expenses affordability
and catastrophic medical expenses of a large number of the poor residents,
the economic burden of access to health care on the urban poor is still heavy.
In terms of patient treatment, such measures as the decrease in the pay line
in the urban resident basic medical insurance and medical assistance, the rise
in the proportion of actual reimbursement to total healthcare expenditure and
the facilitation of reimbursement procedures, can effectively reduce the eco-
nomic burden of access to health care on the urban poor.

Key words: medical assistance; medical security system; economic

burden ( )

« 113 -



