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A Research into the Development of Pre-school Education
in Sparsely Populated Ethnic Areas
from the Perspective of Anthropology

——With Su’nan Yugu Autonomous County of Gansu province as an Example

BA Zhan-long
(School of Social Development &. Public Policy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875, PRC)

[ Abstract ] To popularize pre-school education is a key task for current China’s basic education
development. But in sparsely populated ethnic areas, a variety of problems and difficulties will arise if
efforts to popularize pre-school education are made, because of the limitation of geographical conditions,
the diversity of living patterns, and the differences of ethnic cultures. By an analysis of pre-school
education development in Su’nan Yugu Autonomous County, from the perspective of anthropology, this
article concludes that in pre-school education the system of ethnic cultural curricular and the professional
development of teachers are two issues in urgent need of attention, for the solution to the two issues are
directly related to the improvement of the quality and efficiency of pre-school education.

[ Key words | ethnic groups with small population; Yugu ethnic group; pre-school education; case study;

anthropology of education
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