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Local Narration of Village’ s Praying for Rain. An Anthropological

Study of Baduo Qiang Village in Wenchuan
BA Zhan - long' LUO Ji — hua
(1. School of Social Development & Public Policy Beijing Norma University Beijing 100875 China;
2. Ethnic Museum Cultural Palace of Nationalities Beijing 100031 China)
Abstract: The Qiang people living in Baduo Village of Wenchuan in Sichuan Province would pray for rain when drought occurs which
is a typical rite in an agricultural society. Over the years the people have never doubted about the good results of the ceremony and
tried to find some “reasonable” explanation. In the past the people in a traditional society understood nature through the relations in
human society and tried to reduce the risks of “unpredictability” and “uncertainty” of nature through constructing “myth” and “cere-
mony”. With the social and cultural development people in the modern society have gradually abandoned the past beliefs and turned
to the approach of integrating “scientific knowledge” with “traditional ceremony” a new adaptation strategy for dealing with natural
disasters.

Key words: praying for rain; local narration; Qiang village; anthropological study of disasters



