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Informal Institution as Cultural Resource to Respond to the Issue of Aging of Populations:

A Social Anthropological Initial Research on Respecting the Aged Custom in Yugur Society
BA Zhan - long

( School of Social Development & Public Policy Beijing Normal University Beijing 100875)

Abstract: Aging of populations is the characteristic and trend of global population development which is being ac—
tively dealt with by the China government and the whole society. In this day and age how to understand and respond to
the issue of aging of populations in China is still a true question which needs us to think explore and practice. The au—
thors viewpoint is that besides dealing and coping with the aging of populations from the perspective of formal institu—
tion system like laws regulations and public policies we also need to understand and respond to it in an informal in—
stitution. This article based on the social anthropological description and interpretation on the Yugur peoples custom of
respecting aged people illustrated that although the law or regulation is an important part of the social control institu—
tion but not all of it. Likewise the custom as the informal institution also takes on the function of social control. Under
the new historical condition and the process of building the harmonious society in order to face the challenge of aging
issue and to enrich the socialism new culture we should pay full attention to the custom of respecting aged people and
other informal institutions to play their proper roles.

Key words: Aging of populations; Yugur; Respecting the aged custom; Social anthropology; Informal institu—

tion
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