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Human Capital and Voluntary Behavior .
An Empirical Study Based on Survey Data from 108 Urban Communities in China
WANG Xin-song, ZHAO Xiao-ping
(School of Social Development and Public Policy, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; Studies of voluntary behavior among Chinese urban residents have important implications to understanding the
development of citizenship and the future development of philanthropy sector in China. This article. which is based on a na-
tionwide survey. studies the relationship between human capital, i. e. education level, economic status and health condi-
tions, and voluntary behavior in China. It is found that 37% of the respondents have participated in voluntary activities in
the past year. Among them. the better educated and healthier respondents are more likely to have participated in these activ-
ities. The results are statistically significant. However, citizens’ economic conditions appear to have a negative relationship
with the likelihood of engaging in voluntary activities. Better-off citizens are less likely to participate in voluntary activities.
This phenomenon may be caused by increased opportunity costs for the better-off citizens. It might also mean that, despite
improved economic conditions, the sense of citizenship and social responsibility has yet to grow.

Key words: human capital; voluntary behavior; education; income; health
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