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The Influence of Rural Social Capital on Disaster
Governance Capacity for Local Government

Lu Qibin Zhang Qiang Hu Yameng

Abstract Few research focus on the impact of social capital on the basis level government’ s disaster governance capacity.
Because local government and community social capital are the two most important elements for community-based disaster
risk governance, correlation between the two elements will create a new perspective for disaster governance. The study on
the rural communities which are suffered 2013 Lushan earthquake in Sichuan Ya’an found that community social capital has
a significant impact on the disaster governance capacity of local government, where a sense of community belonging, inter-
personal and volunteerism is to enhance the ability of local governments, while community political participation is a critical
path links the regime of community social capital and basic level government’ s disaster management capacity.

Key words The communitysocial capital; Local government; Disaster management; Lushan earthquake
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