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1: ( N =5320)
(%) (%)
717 13.48
4634 87.11
435 60. 67 249 4.68
104 14.50 437 8.21
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24 3.35 1347 25.32
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3: Logistic
1 2 3
B [Egp(B) | SE B [Egp(B) | SE B [Ew(B) | SE
0.221° 1.248 [ 0.091
0.346** | 1.414 [o0.111
0.412 1.510 [0.215
~0.244 | 0.783 [0.187
~0.126 | 0.882 |0.457
0.295" 1.344 [0.118
~0.188 | 0.829 |0.194
0.009 1.009 |0.064 | 0.011 1.012 |0.064 | -0.080 | 0.923 |o0.085
~0.022°**| 0.979 [0.002 [<0.022%**| 0.979 [0.002| o0.004 | 1.004 |0.005
0.283** | 1.327 |0.100 | 0.281** | 1.324 |0.100 | 0.316" 1.372 [ 0.139
0.586*** | 1.796 |0.075 |0.572*** | 1.771 [0.075 |0.561"** | 1.752 |0.095
0.053*** | 1.055 |0.015|0.055*** | 1.057 [0.015 |0.064*** | 1.066 |0.018
Z0.782%**| 0.457 | 0.164 |-0.779***| 0.459 |0.164 |-0.873***| 0.418 |0.209
~0.774***| 0.461 [0.127 [=0.776***| 0.460 |0.127 [-0.664* **| 0.515 [0.157
~0.314" %] 0.731 |0.088 | —0.302** | 0.739 |0.088 | —0.245° | 0.783 [0.112
~0.257* | 0.773 |0.087 | —0.259"* | 0.772 [0.087 | -0.168 | 0.846 |0.116
20.303** | 0.739 |0.090 | —0.304** | 0.738 [0.090 | -0.145 | 0.865 [0.122
0.454** 0.142 | 0.447%% 0.142 | —0.442° 0.224
X 273.66 283.37 139.95
df 11 14 12
P 0.000 0.000 0.000
N 4662 4662 2548
: " p<0.05; " p<0.01; ***p<0.001,
o 1
( Odds) 1,248 (p <

0.05) .
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Civic Engagement of the Middle Class in China:
Empirical Research Based on an Urban Community Survey

Wang Xinsong & Zhang Xiulan
( School of Social Development and Public Policy Beijing Normal University Beijing)

Abstract: Most research on civic engagement among China’s middle class has found out that they are less politi—
cally active than other classes. Very little research has been focused on the middle class’s non — political civic
activities. This study uses a nationwide survey to examine volunteering behavior of urban residents which is
meant to study the urban middle class” participation in social activities. The study finds out that although mid-
dle class members may not be interested in political participation they are inclined to engage in social partici—
pation. A multivariate regression shows that the odds of participation by middle class members in volunteering
activities is 1.248 times that of members of other classes although the association is statistically significant only
among the lower — income middle class households and among the middle class members employed within the
state system while those employed outside the state system and the wealthier middle class members have yet to
demonstrate more active civic engagement.

Key words: Middle Class; Civic Engagement; Political Participation; Social Participation; Volunteering Be—

havior



