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Study on the Divorce Rate and Age Distribution in Beijing in Recent Years

GAO Ying' ZHANG Xiudan® ZHU Weidong’
(1 2. School of Social Development and Public Policy Beijing Normal University Beijing 100875 China;
3. Graduate School Central University of Finance and Economics Beijing 100081 China)

Abstract: The total number of divorces in Beijing has been rising continuously since 2004. Both the
crude divorce rate and ratio of divorce to marriage rank above the medium level in China. The proportion of
registered divorces in the civil affairs department increases year after year. Analysis based on Beijing’ s
registered divorce data from 2004 to 2011 shows that the average divorce age of male and female is 39. 8 and
37. 3 respectively and the average marriage duration time is 10. 5 years. As compared to that of the 1990s the
average age is higher and the marriage duration time is longer. Meanwhile the age structure of the divorced
people has changed a lot in recent years. Among the divorced people young people below 30 and elder people
above 50 account for an ever growing proportion. Accordingly the proportion of the divorced couples whose
marriage duration time less than 3 years or more than 21 years also displays a rising tendency. The couples
that divorce within 1 year after marriage are mainly young couples but the middle-aged and elder people also
account for a relatively high proportion.

Keywords: crude divorce rate; ratio of divorce to marriage; divorce age; average years between

marriage and divorce; Beijing



